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EF ormal ceremonies, marking another milestone in 
_ 

munity spiritual and educational achievement, were 
1 recently at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Lynwood, 
f., with the dedication of its new, 2 story educational 
tilding. Pastor Joseph Girtz of Olivet Lutheran Church, 
lewood, Calif., Vice President of the United Evangel- 
al Lutheran Church body, gave the dedication address 
fore a large audience gathered at the site of the unit. 
er synodical clergy members, who took part in the 
ices pean. pers Allan D. Hansen and Douglas J. 


e as exercises were sosned with a processional 
rhich members of the clergy, special guests, children 
dult choirs took part. z 


Nebraska, May 4, 1959 


New Educational Building 


Following the dedication SSS a ribbon cutting — 
ceremony took place after which “open house” was held. — 
Refreshments were served by women of the Cone eaa 


Lynwood, Calif., Dedicates 
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tion. 


Valued at approximately $110,000, the modern, two- 


story structure has 40 rooms and a full basement which J 


houses a spacious youth lounge, a fully equipped kitch- 


en and dining room. With a nucleus of only 7 profes- 
sional workers, thousands of work hours were donated 
by members of the congregation whose efforts made > 
possible the much needed addition for Sunday sched 


and Christian day school classes. 
St. Paul’s Church started as a Home Mission in 1945. 


Its Christian day school, the only one in the U. E. L. C., | 


was established in 1950, < 
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News and Notes 


PLEASE NOTE: In last week’s issue 
of T.A.L. the dates of the coming 
synodical convention were given as 
June 18-20—should be 18-23. 


We repeat the announcement: 


LODGING AT 
SYNODICAL CONVENTION 


Pella of Sidney hope that all con- 
gregations are making plans to send 
delegates to the Synodical Convention 
in Sidney, Montana June 18-23. 

The housing committee is busy mak- 
ing arrangements to house everyone 
attending. Early reservations would 
be appreciated. The housing commit- 
tee would like to point out that Sid- 
ney has the finest hotel in Eastern 
Montania and there will be ample 
hotel accommodations. The motel ac- 
commodations are very limited. 


For further housing information 
write to: 
Eldon Steffens, 
Box 631, 


Sidney, Montana 


DANA AND TRINITY TO 
CELEBRATE DIAMOND JUBILEE 


Dr. Martin J. Heinecken will be one 


of several important guests at the 
Dana College and Trinity Seminary 


Diamond Jubilee celebration next No- 
vember in Blair, Nebraska. 


| ‘THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN, Official Organ of the 
Lutheran Church, published 
weekly by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. 


Dr. Heinecken is professor of Syste- 
matic Theology at Mt. Airy Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania. Because of a winsome and in- 
teresting personality, and above all 
because of the vitality of his theo- 
logical thought, Dr. Heinecken is much 
in demand as a theological lecturer. 
Of special interest to alumni and 
friends of our college and seminary 
is the fact that he has recently written 
a major book on the Danish philoso- 
pher, Soren Kierkegaard, The Moment 
Before God. He will deliver two theo- 
logical lectures on November 12, the 
first of the two-day celebration. 


Trinity Seminary is proud to be 
able to bring Professor Heinecken to 
Blair as its special contribution to the 
Diamond Jubilee days. Pastors of 
other Lutheran churches will be in- 
vited to share in these lectures along 
with Trinity’s own alumni. 


Theo. I. Jensen 


Oaks, Okla. Needs Old Hymnals 

The Ebenezer Lutheran Church at 
Oaks, Oklahoma is in need of about 
100 good used hymnals (Hymnal for 
Church and Home, 1942 edition with 
music). If your church is buying new 
hymnals and you are disposing of 
your old ones, please notify us before 
sending them and we will pay the 
postage. ‘ 

Franklin Highby, pastor. 


Humboldt, Iowa. Pastor Lund con- 
firmed six young people of the con- 
gregation Palm Sunday, four boys and 
two girls. The hearing for the con- 
firmands was held Thursday evening 
prior to Palm Sunday, followed by a 
social hour with the ladies of the 
Tabitha Circle serving as hostesses. 

Pastor Erhardt Nielsen of Our Sa- 
viour’s Lutheran Church, Audubon, Ia., 
was guest speaker at the Mission 
meetings held Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday evenings (April 26-27-28) at 
7:30, also Monday afternoon at 2:00 
o'clock. Pastor Nielsen was a most 
inspiring speaker having studied Men- 
tal Health, Alcoholism, ete., the past 
four years under the finest medicai 
leadership in some of the nation’s lead- 
ing hospitals. 


Much of our news is received fro: 
ligious News Service, and the ae 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 
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CONVENTION NOTICE © | 

Pella congregation of Sidney, M 
tana extends an invitation to al 
tors, delegates and guests of the ry) 
to attend the 63rd annual Synody 
Convention of the U.E.L.C. to be | 
in Sidney, June 18-23. We ask © 
you send your reservations as u 


as you are able to do so to Mr. EI 
Steffens, Box 631, Sidney, Mont# 
The homes of our members are @ 
to visiting pastors, delegates — 
guests. | 
For those wishing hotel and mm 
accommodations, we give you thiss 
formation: we have excellent — 
ample hotel accommodations; 
as the motels are concerned, they’ 
also excellent, but there are not 
many available motel rooms as 1 
are hotel rooms. 
Sidney is located just North of 
Highway No. 10 on Highway 16. T 
are excellent rail and bus accomm 
dations to Glendive, Montana, — 
rail accommodations to Culbert) 
Montana and Williston, North Dak 
All pastors, delegates and guests, 
be met at any of these points if 
will notify Mr. Henry Andersen, Rt 
1, Sidney, Montana in advance of ti 
arrival. 4 
Frontier Airlines has two 
into Sidney daily. If you desire 
be met at the airport, kindly r 
Mr. Andersen as to the time of 
arrival, Our transportation comm: 
will be on call to meet all who de 
its services. 
Iver M. Iverson 
President of Pella Lutheran 


ELC MEMBERSHIP TOTAL 
REACHES 1,119,121 
Baptized membership of The 
gelical Lutheran Church (ELC) 
taled 1,119,121 at the end of 1958, 
cording to statistics released in M 
neapolis. a { 
The ELC gained 36,312 mem) 
during 1958, an increase of 3.35 
cent over the 1957 total of 1,082, 
The report covered 2,673 local 
gregations throughout the Um 
States and Canada, served by i 
pastors. The membership total i 
ed 734,753 confirmed adults and 
a gain of 2.97 per cent over 
The church’s annual statisti 
mary also revealed that the ELC 
tinues to grow at its fastest rate 
(Continued on page 15) 
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ditorials and Comments 


PASTORS’ SALARIES 
AND MEN FOR THE MINISTRY 


The church must constantly speak of money. The 
ief reason for this today is that the church by its very 
ture is conservative. It does not make fast changes. 
businessman will perhaps change his store and re- 
odel it every 10 years. A church may serve a com- 
unity 50 years without any remodeling. One reason 
the fact that when it comes to the church we have 
tendency to hold back. We do not always think of 
ving our best to the church. 


The pastor who had $3,000 a year in 1939 should have 
035 in 1959 in order to have the same purchasing 
er as he had in 1939. 


Pohese are items for the church councils and the lay 
sople to think about. 


But as we write about this we also recognize that 
oney does not come first in the Kingdom of God. 
r. G. Elson Ruff discusses this problem in The Lu- 
eran. He says: 


“y doubt if doubling the salaries of pastors would 
Jarantee that twice as many first-rate persons would 
udy for the ministry. Ministers, like teachers, de- 
berately choose work which they know is underpaid 
ecause they aren’t eager to get rich. They believe 
ymething else is more important. 


“They do need enough income to cover normal ex- 
enses. Undoubtedly the low salaries are one reason 
By an insufficient number of men is being recruited 
the ministry. Congregations which pay salaries 
ver than they can afford to pay are doing serious 
1 to the church. 


ut salaries are increasing. Students for the ministry 
on’t need to be too gloomy about their prospects. The 

portant fact is there are rewards for a pastor which 
way above the money level. A minister’s chief job 
9 deal with all kinds of people in regard to the things 
the deepest meaning. This is frustrating at times. 
t a minister is supposed to teach is not easily taught. 
Lord figured that about three-quarters of the seed 
wed was wasted. But the seed sowed successfully 
s sufficient results to justify all the effort. 


“hese days we are noticing an unusual trend. Men 
eir 30s and 40s have been deciding to leave weil- 
lished careers in industry or business and prepare 
latedly for the ministry. They have discovered they 
ant to do more than earn a living. 


hat’s the chance a man has when he goes into the 
try. His lifetime occupation is to listen to the 
God speaks, and learn to translate it in terms of 
eds BS understanding of the people to whom he 
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“Some ministers say they have to spend so much 
time attending to business affairs of the parish that there 
isn’t much time left for the ministry. But there is a 
strong trend among laymen of the church these days 
to take over a lot of the work that the pastor should 
not be expected to do. 


“There aren’t many pastors who come to the end of 
their active service without feeling satisfied that they 
have done the best they could do with their lives. That 
is a good recommendation to bring to the attention of 
a young fellow who is trying to figure out how to in- 
vest his life.” 


BAD NEWS 

We read the above phrase in a sermon by Luther 
delivered Dec. 21, 1516. Luther maintains that the 
preaching of the gospel is two-fold, proper and alien. 
The proper office of the gospel is to preach the proper 
work of God, that is, grace and what God has done 
and is doing for us through Christ, the good news about 
mercy, and the forgiveness of sin. Me 


The other work of the gospel is the proclamation of 
bad news, the sad news that man is in a desperate state. 
The holy Christ is good news to the penitent soul, but — 
bad news to the proud and self-sufficient man, who 
thinks he is good enough. Christ preached the good 
news in Nazareth, Luke 4, but they took the good news 
for bad news, for they considered themselves good — 
enough. They did not listen to the bad news about 
themselves. Bad news and good news go together. There | 
will be no good news for the man who will not hear — 
the bad news about himself. 


AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH TOPS 
MILLION-MEMBER MARK a 

The baptized membership of the American Lutheran — 
Church passed the million-mark in 1958, it was reported — i 
in Columbus, Ohio by Miss Clara Haberman, peer 
of the denomination. ‘ 
Miss Haberman announced that the church body " 
gained 32,245 members during the past year for a grand “4 
total of 1,005,174, of whom 666,019 are confirmed. They — 
are served by 2,168 pastors in 2,090 churches. th 
The fourth largest Lutheran body in America and th 
fourth to reach a million members, the ALC was. organ- 
ized in 1930 through the merger of the Joint Synod of 
Ohio, the Buffalo Synod and the Iowa Synod, which E 
also included the Texas Synod. 4 
Next year the ALC will unite with the Evangelical J 
Lutheran Church, which has 1,119,121 members, and. 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, with 65, 00 
members, to form “The American Lutheran Church. % 
The new Church will be the third largest branch | OL ss 
American Lutheranism, ranking in size behind the ae 
395,61l-member United Lutheran Church in America, 
and the 2,228,133-member Lutheran Church—Missouri is 


Synod. 
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Church News from here and there 


IRAQ EXPELS MISSIONARIES 


Word received from Baghdad this 
week by the National Council of 
Churches indicates that 14 U.S. mis- 
sionaries have been forced to leave 
Iraq in recent weeks, one on 48 hours’ 
notice, the Nationai Council of 
Churches has learned. The news co- 
incided with reports of renewed vio- 
lence in that country. 

Three families expelled last week 
are now in Beirut, Lebanon, the Rev. 
Barnerd M. Luben reported, which 
leaves only two families now in Iraq. 
As chairman of the Near East Com- 
mittee of the National Council’s Divi- 
sion of Foreign Misions, he has estab- 
lished contact with some of these 
missionaries. Dr. Luben is also sec- 
retary of the Division’s joint commit- 
tee on Iraq. 

“We have also received word that 
the compound of the Arabian Mission 
of the Reformed Church in America 
in Amarah has been confiscated by 
the iovernment,” said Dr. Luben. He 
added that a nominal sum was report- 
edly paid for it. The compound in- 
cludes the Lansing Memorial Hospi- 
tal, a church and four missionary res- 
idences. Seven resident missionaries 
have now left the compound at the 
request of the governor. 

‘Churches cooperating in the United 
Mission in Iraq are the United Pres- 
byterian Church in the USA, the Pres- 
byterian Church in the US, the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church and the 
Reformed Church in America. 


FOUR GOSPELS PUBLISHED 
IN MODERN RUSSIAN 

London (RNS)—A modern colloqui- 
al Russian translation of the four Gos- 
pels to appeal to the younger genera- 
_ tion has been published by the Brit- 
_ ish and Foreign Bible Society here. 
The result of eight years of work by 
a group of Russian scholars associated 
_ with the Orthodox Institute of St. 
Sergius in Paris, the new translation 
includes accepted conclusions of mod- 
ern scholars on the text of the Bible 
and revisions of the old Slavic liturgi- 


cal forms. 


Heading the translation team was 
_. Bishop Cassian, a Russian-born Or- 
thedox prelate, who worked for long 
periods in a remote village in nor- 
thern Spain. 

_ Microfilmed copies of the documents 
which formed the basis of the new 
translation will be sent to Moscow for 
use in Russian theological centers, 


SUNDAY CLOSING ENDS 
IN OREGON 

A year-long period of Sunday clo- 
sing by most grocery stores in Linn 
County ended with the opening of 
Safeway stores in Albany, Lebanon 
and Sweet Home, Oregon. 

The Sunday closing movement had 
been launched in the county March, 
1958, by a ministers committee in co- 
operation with independent grocers. 

Last June the Sunday shut-down 
was suspended, but quickly resumed 
after church delegations picketed the 
open stores and passed out free bread 
and milk to customers about to enter 
the shops. 

At a recent meeting of the minis- 
ters’ group and grocers, the latter an- 
nounced they would continue to re- 
m2in closed on Sunday “as long as 
our competition permits.” Safeway’s 
decision to re-open is expected to 
open the floodgates for Sunday busi- 
ness, 


LUTHERANS COMMITTEEE 
NAME FOR FAITH 
HEALING STUDY 


A committee of ten clergymen and 
physicians has been appointed by the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
to study “ithe entire field of anointing 
and healing.” 

A report on its study will probably 
be made by the committee at the 22nd 
biennial convention of the Church at 
Atlantic City, N. J., Oct. 13-20, 1960. 

Selected by the Church’s executive 
board, the committee was named in 
response to a directive of the 1958 
convention of the Church at Dayton, 
Ohio. 

A resolution at that convention no- 
ted “there is widespread interest in 
the field of anointing and healing” 
and that “ithere are many questions in 
the mind of the Church relative to this 
subject.” 


PROTESTANT EDITORS 
OPPOSE CENSORSHIP 


Protestant and Orthodox editors 
went on record as opposing and “re- 
senting” any censorship of religious 
publications in a resolution adopted at 
the 40th annual meeting of Associated 
Church Press at New York. 

Referred for further study and ac- 
tion to ithe group’s 156 member publi- 
cations in this country and Canada, 
the resolution registered tthe ACP’s 

“concern and protest over the tenden- 
cy of governmental agencies to hinder 
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the free flow of information be 
the churches of the United States 
other nations.” 


“Responsible editors of the Prod 
tant church press of America,” if} 
clared, “resent any and all censor. 
of religious publications whether | 
devices which hold up the mails on 
attempts to protect mature edij 
from foreign propaganda.” | 


“Any assumption by governm 
agents of the right to determine w 
may or may not be read by memb 
of the Associated Church Press isc 
trary to our rights as American © 
zens,” the editors said. } 


They petitioned the ACP to “reg 
ter its concern and protest to the 
sponsible government agencies fos 
this stOpDee of the flow of inform 
tion.” 4 


In another action, the organizat 
oppesed sending an American ami 
sador to the Vatican. It said such | 
appointment would be “a clear vic 
tion of our Constitution and of 
historic principles and traditions; 
our Republic.” : 


In its resolution, the ACP reaffix 
ed its stand “on the historic Amerii 
principle of Church-State separatii 
and “respectfully reminded those: 
authority in our government” 
Vatican ambassador from this cour 
would be unconstitutional. 


AHEAD OF LAST YEAR 


quarter of 1959 exceeded by nine ] 
cent that of the first quarter | 
year, the Departments of Comme 
and Labor reported at Washingt 
DG. 


March construction totaled $67,00 
000, an increase of 10 percent over | 
same month a year ago. It b: ol 
the total for the first quarter to 
000,000 compared with $193,000,0 000! 
the first three months of 1958. 

Construction by non-public sche 
and colleges, many of wi ich 
church-related, amounted ito $41, 
000 during March, the same as | 
bringing the total for the first « 
ter to $132,000,000 an increase of ¢ 
000,000 over the same period 
year. ‘ 


Building activity by non-pl | 
hospitals and institutions totaled § a 
000,000, a decline of $3,000,000 fr 
March, 1958. The first quarter 
for these institutions, most ot 
are church-related, was $142 

a decline af 6 percent from last e 
record level, 4 
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By Beverly Larsen 


Jine years ago this May, when my 
est boy was still at the playpen 
ge, a retired minister, into whose 
ne we had been invited for tea, 
I me a dittle story that has influ- 
ed my attitude toward the moth- 
child relationship more than all 
» dozens of psychology books, and 
res of magazine articles I’ve read 
ce. 

think back now, and wonder if 
chaps he saw in me something that 
ded to hear that particular story. 
atever prompted it, ’m happy that 
told it. It’s a good one to retell as 
ther’ s Day approaches— 


Where once was a young Christian 
ther, who had a good husband, four 
sly preschoolers, and a fine home. 
had graduated with honors from 
all-known Bible school, intending 
into full-time Christian work. 
she had married shortly after 
uation, and was now settled in 
Midwest with her family. 


he burden of caring for the four 
ones, who came into the family 
proverbial “Stairsteps” began to 
her regret her somewhat hasty 
ion to marry before ever having 
her “career.” Gradually she for- 
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A Mother's Privilege 


IT IS THE MOTHER who guides the young from birth. She lives in 


obscurity and contends with hardship. For her no trumpets blare, no char- 


iots wait, no golden decorations are decreed. She keeps the watch along 


the borders of darkness and makes the attack on the trenches of ignorance 


and folly. Patient in her daily duty, she strives to conquer the evil powers 


which are the enemies of youth. She awakens sleeping spirits. She quick- 


ens the indolent, encourages the eager, and steadies the unstable. She com- 


municates her own joy in learning, and shares with boys and girls the best 


treasures of mind. She lights many candles which, in later years, will shine 


back to cheer her. This is her reward. Knowledge must be achieved from 


books; but the love of knowledge is transmitted only by personal contact. 


mulated the plan to find a job asa 
minister’s assistant, and when such a 
position opened up in the next com- 
munity, it seemed made to order. 
Grandma could care for the young- 
sters. After all, it was really a shame 
to waste all those years spent at Bi- 
ble school! 


Her husband was by no means sold 
on the idea. But he was an agreeable 
fellow, and told her he would go 
along with her plan should their min- 
ister tell them he felt it would be 
wise. 


The minister listened to her plan 
quietly. 


“You see, pastor,” she concluded, “I 
feel a definite call to enter full-time 
Christian service. A definite c 


“Tm quite sure that yow do,” he an- 
swered. “But I’m sure that another 
congregation I’m familiar with would 
be more appreciative of your abilities 
than the one at Riverton.” 


She looked at him expectantly. Per- 


haps he knew of a church closer to 
home that needed a parish worker. 


He pushed the study door wide, and 
pointed to the four little girls sitting 


in a row on the front pew, swinging ~ 


their short chubby legs in unison, as 
they waited for “Mom.” 


—Henry van Dyke. 


“Of course you’ve been called. 


There’s no doubt in my mind at all. 


But look here—that oldest girl of 
yours is just at the age for daily Bi- 
ble reading and prayer with you. And 
the others will reach that age quick- 
ly. You really don’t have the time to 
add another congregation to your 
schedule, do you? This looks like a 
full-time job to me—” : 


Of course the mother ttook his ad- 
vice. Her discontent had made her 
careless about the family altar. That 
very day she and her husband began 
anew the daily devotions (this time 
with the girls) which had been just 
hit-or-miss. She never regretted her 


decision to stay home, and follow her 


pastor’s advice 


When she saw her girls grow one s 3 


into the sure knowledge of 
ete cane and live lives — 


by one, 
Christ’s 


ly eel she had answered Gods. 
call as He had wanted her to . 


I think of this story so often. Some- 
times, when school and community 
activities, music lessons, and home 
duties try to crowd out that precious 
half hour we reserve each day for de- 


votions, I pull myself up short. You — 


see, I feel that every mother has had — 
the Call. Tio her own special congre- 
gation, 


# 
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Visit the Charitable Institutions 
UNITY BEGINS WITH YOU 


Fifth in a series of articles 


By Robert C. Gremmels 


5 VISIT THE CHARITABLE 
‘ INSTITUTIONS 

While Bill Davis was reviewing 
what he had just learned about edu- 
cational institutions in the new Church 
he suddenly jerked his head to one 
side and began staring into the next 
county. Whether he had come up with 
a brainstorm or just a headache wasn’t 
entirely clear until two minutes later 
when he finally reported: 


“You know, I just got to thinking 
- about all these schools and councils 
and divisions and boards and officers 
and whatever else we’ll have in the 
new Church. Trying to keep them all 
straight could make an old man out 
of me. Will The American Lutheran 
Church have a good old folks’ home 
I ean retire to?” 


- Obviously, Bill was flexing his sense 
of humor—injecting a slight touch of 
justifiable cynicism—but at the same 
time he was unconsciously shifting his 
mental gears. He had been concen- 
trating on educational institutions so 
long that his mind had become “insti- 

_ tutionalized,” and now his thoughts 
_ switched automatically to another 
- group of institutions—those commonly 
_ referred to as charitable institutions. 

“Seriously,” Bill said, “I really don’t 
know very much about the setup for 
_ old folks’ homes—or any other kind 
of homes—in the new Church. I guess 
_ [ve never really paid much attention 
to charitable institutions—except when 
one of them was having an appeal of 
some kind. Where will these insti- 
tutions be? They must be pretty im- 
portant to form a whole division in 
= the new Church.” 


Since Bill Davis is not above a pun- 
gent remark—as evidenced by his 
cunning “old. man” joke—he should 
. not be too offended if told that his 
most intelligent comment on_ this 
whole subject of charities has been, 
_ "I don’t know very much.” He really 
of doesn’t. Perhaps it’s unfair to pounce 
on the poor fellow—since he readily 
admits his lack of knowledge—but 
Bill has made the common error of 
viewing welfare work solely in terms 
nat of institutions—and that idea, if not 
ae ~ stamped out immediately, will distort 
, his whole picture of the new Church’s 


Certainly homes for children, the 
aged, the chronically ill, and others 
will play an important part; but they 
will be only one of many approaches 
which the Division of Charities will 
use to fulfill its central purpose of 
ministering to people with special 
social, physical, and mental needs. 
Much of the Church’s welfare work 
will be done through health and wel- 
fare agencies, through institutional 
chaplaincy services, through the diac- 
onate, and through individual church 
members like Bill Davis. Especially 
through members like Bill Davis. 

Christian charity does not begin in 
buildings; it begins in the heart. It be- 
gins when Bill Davis, out of love and 
gratitude to God, feels a personal re- 
sponsibility for the needs of his neigh- 
bor—and does something about it. Out 
of this simple Good Samaritanism grow 
Church-wide programs of Christian 
charity. 

Bill may never have thought of him- 
self as a church welfare worker, but 
that is exactly what he has been on a 
number of occasions. There was the 
time, for instance, that Mrs. Clark, 
the widow who lives across the street, 
broke her leg and was confined to her 
home. For nearly two months Bill did 
all her grocery shopping for her, and 
Mrs. Davis helped with the house- 
work. Another time Bill fixed up a 
used TV set and gave it to Tim Wil- 
son, the crippled boy in the next block. 

Welfare work? Bill Davis didn’t 
think so at the time. Because of his 
“institutionalized” misconceptions he 
failed to see that his charitable deeds 
demonstrated Christian love just as 
much as if they had come from a 
Church institution. Probably more. He 
also failed to see that he was acting 
as a representative of the Church. But 
Bill is beginning to think differently 
now. 

“T guess that really is welfare work, 
just helping your neighbor,” he said. 
“I never thought of it quite that way 
before. I suppose that’s why I was all 
wrapped up in institutions.” 

Bill Davis is finally tuned to the 
right channel. Now that he recognizes 
himself as a basic part of the Church’s 
social ministry, he is able to under- 
stand the work of the Division of 
Charities—for it is simply an exten- 


Since many types of human need 
too big or too specialized for 


The American Lutheran Church 
work together through an orga 
welfare program supervised by a4 
Board of Charities. 


As mentioned earlier, welfare wo 
in The American Lutheran Chure 
will have many outlets in addition 
the Church’s own charitable inst 
tions. Health and welfare agencies wy 
be involved, as will institutional chi 3 
lains, deaconesses, and social wor? 
ers. Local, state, and federal goverr 
mental agencies will be called upd 
for their services, and there will 1 
cooperation with interchurch agenc 
such as the Division of Welfare of 1 
National Lutheran Council. In she 
wherever there are people in need, 1 
Division of Charities will try to help 


This does not mean, however, thi 
the charitable institutions are not int 
portant. They are vital. And now hi 
Bill Davis can view them in the 
proper perspective, it will be pre off 
able for him to take a closer look 
the children’s homes, the homes f 
the aged, and others. ; 


Altogether, The American Luthe 
Church will have about 60 charital 
institutions, either church-owned 
church-related. As in the case of t 
colleges, the difference between 1 
two types will be primarily a te 
cal one, relating to the legal distiz 
tion between institutions that 
owned by the Church itself and in 
owned by societies within the Chi a 
From a practical point of viey 
makes little difference whether | 
institution is church-owned or ch o 
related. In either case it i 
under the guidance of the Boz 
Charities, will receive aid grants fre 
the Church, and will be considered 
institution of The American Lut h 
Church. (Each institution, how 
will be operated by its own Boar 
Directors.) 


| 
a) 
| 


Charitable institutions of The Ame» 
can Lutheran Church will be - loee 
in 18 states and two province: 
Canada. The majority of them w 
either children’s homes or hom 
the aged. (The following lists 
both church-owned and_ hig 
lated instittutions.) 


Children’s Homes ‘ 

Each of the uniting bodies w: 
several children’s homes into 
Church. The present Ameri 
theran Church has the follo 


Lutheran ‘Childre:, $ Home 
Iowa =* 


j goes , a Paige. er 
4, 1959. . 
es 


utheran Homes, Muscatine, Iowa 
utheran Orphans’ and Old Folks’ 
ne, Toledo, Ohio 

fernle Children’s Home, Richland, 
lana 

hildren’s homes of the Evangelical 
heran Church are: 

eloit Lutheran. Children’s Home, 


es, lowa 

ethesda Children’s Home, Beres- 
tes. D. 

lomme Children’s Home, Witten- 
g, Wis. 

ake Park-Wild Rice Childrei’s 
ne, Fergus Falls, Minn. 

fartin Luther Children’s Home, 


ughton, Wis. 

lorwegian Lutheran Children’s 
ne, Chicago, III. 

arkland Children’s Home, Everett, 


2 Memorial Home, Fargo, N. D. 


hildren’s homes of the United Evan- 
. Lutheran Church are _ the 
rokee Indian Mission Home, Oaks, 
la., and Elim Children's Home, Elk 
ui, Lowa. 


together, the children’s homes of 
s American Lutheran Church will 
ble to care for about 600 children 
1 time. From this figure Bill Davis 
ht easily calculate an average of 
for each institution, but such an 
rage is virtually meaningless. For 
thing, the homes vary widely in 
acity—some much larger than the 
rage, others consideraly smaller. 
‘thermore, the number of children 
o can be accommodated at a home 
longer gives a true picture of the 
< actually being done there. 


irs ago most of these institutions 
ided only room-and-board care, 
little attention to the individual 
of the children; but today many 
specialized care which cannot 
yeasured in terms of the number 
dren in residence. Rather than 
with averages, Bill Davis will 
tter to think in terms of the 
and to ponder the need for in- 
facilities. 


‘Homes for the Aged 


erally speaking, homes for the 
in The American Lutheran 
hh will be somewhat larger than 
rious children’s homes. There 
also be more of them. The Evan- 
Lutheran Church alone will 
nearly 30 homes for the aged 
e new Church, providing fa- 
for more than 1,500 older 
Eight ALC institutions will 
odate an additional 350, and 
LC homes will serve 250 more. 
present ALC institutions which 
part of the new Church are: 


rh Lutheran Home, Waverly 
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Lutheran Home for the Aged, Straw- 
berry Point, Iowa 


Lutheran Homes, Muscatine, Iowa 


Lutheran Orphans’ and Old Folks’, 
Home, Toledo, Ohio 


Mendota Lutheran Home, Mendota, 
Til. 

Oakwood Lutheran Homes, Madison, 
Wis. 

St. John Lutheran Home, Springfield, 
Minn. 

St. John’s Lutheran Home, Mars, Pa. 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Old Folks’ 
Home, Melville, Sask. 


The ELC institutions which will be 
brought into The American Lutheran 
Church are: 


Aase Haugen Home for the Aged, 
Decorah, Iowa 

Bethany Home, La Crosse, Wis. 
Camrose, 


Bethany Sunset Home, 


Alta, Canada 

Bethel Home, Viroqua, Wis. 

Bethel Lutheran Home, Williston, 
N. D. 


Bethesda Home for the Aged Beres- 
ford, S. D. 


Bethesda Home for the Aged, Chi- 
eago, Il. 

Bethesda Nursing 
SD: 


Clifton Lutheran Sunset Home, Clif- 
ton, Texas 

Coeur d’Alene Homes, Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho 

Eau Claire Lutheran Home for the 
Aged, Eau Claire, Wis. 

Eger Home for the Aged, New Dorp, 
Staten Island, N. Y. 

Eventide Lutheran Home, Moorhead, 
Minn. 

eC. 
Wash. 

Homme Home for the Aged, Witten- 
berg, Wis. 

Immanuel Lutheran Home, Kalispell, 
Mont. 

Josephine Sunset Home, Stanwood, 
Wash. 

Knute Nelson Memorial Home, Alex- 
andria, Minn. 

Lutheran Memorial Home, Twin Val- 
ley, Minn. 


Lutheran Sunset Home, Saskatoon, 
Sask., Canada 
Madison Lutheran Home, Madison, 
Northwood Old People’s 
Northwood, N. D. 


Home, Webster, 


Foss, Sunset Home, Seattle, 


Home, 


7 


Parkside Lutheran Home, 
INgeDs 


Lisbon, 


Pleasant View Luther Home, Ottawa, 
Til. 


Red Wing Seminary Memorial 
Homes, Red Wing, Minn. 
Skaalen Sunset Home, Stoughton, 


Wis. 


Solheim Lutheran Home, Eagle Rock, 
Calif. : 


Story City Old People’s 
Story City, Iowa 


Home, 


Westhope Home for the Aged, West- 
hope, N. D., 


Homes for the aged now operated by 
the UELC are: 


Bethany Home for the Aged and 
Infirm, Waupaca, Wis. 


Bethany Old People’s Home, Min- 
den, Nebr. 


Bethel Home, Selma, Calif. 


Good Shepherd Lutheran Old Peo- 
ple’s Home, Blair, Nebr. 


Lutheran Home for the Aged, Ed- 
more, Mich. 


Salem Lutheran Old People’s Home, 
Elk Horn, Iowa. 


Other Institutions 


S 

a 

In addition to the various homes al- 3 
ready mentioned The American Lu- 
theran Church will share in the serv- 3 
ices of several institutions which care _ 
for sick or handicapped persons. © 
Three of them are now associated with 
the ALC — Grace Lutheran Sana- 
torium, San Antonio, Texas; Luther 
Home of Mercy, Williston, Ohio; and 
Martin Luther Home and School (for 
mentally retarded children), Beales 
Nebr. 

In conjunction with the discon 
The American Lutheran Church will 
participate in the work of four medi 
cal institutions — Fairview Hospita 
Minneapolis, Minn.; Lutheran Dea 
coness Hospital, Chicago, Ill; Lu- 
theran Medical Center, Brooklyn, N. 
Y.; and Milwaukee Hospital, Milwau- 
kee, Wis. (The first three are no 
associated with the ELC, the latte 
with the ALC.) 

“Good grief!” exclaimed Bill Davis 
(who’s a faithful reader of “Pe 
nuts”), “I never imagined there would — 
be so many charitable institutions in — 
a new Church. If I have to keep all ~ 

of them straight I’m afraid I’ll need a 
mental hospital instead of an old folks’ 


home. Let’s go on to the mission. 
fields.” 
Next: 


“Tour the Mission ana 


- 
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John Foster Dulles 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 
Sir: 


With the resignation of this devoted man, a career of attention to 
duty has come to an active conclusion. 


Oftentimes I have been in complete disagreement with his ap- 
proach. Frequently, I have thought that he should have represented 
our country with more finesse and less bluster. I have sometimes 
felt that he used too much moralization in his speeches about com- 
munism and other world problems, but I never ceased to admire his 
ardent efforts in behalf of what he has sincerely believed to be right. 
I feel that he is a great man. 


Let me hasten to add that a good share of the time I have also 
agreed with him. I believe that his insight into the need for foreign 
aid and his advocacy of same is not only intelligent, but also intrinsical- 
ly right. The brethren of certain fundamentalist denominations and 
sects who advocate isolationism has certainly not understood Jesus’ 
emphasis on the fact that those who have should help those who have 
not. America is a nation which HAS! 


It is well known that Dulles is an active churchman in the Pres- 
byterian denomination. I do not know just how evangelical his faith 
in Jesus Christ is. But I do know that what he believes he follows, 
right or wrong. We could use some Lutheran statesmen and politicians 
who would so proudly hold forth their religious convictions. He did 
not do as some Lutherans in public life have frequently done—tone 


down their religious convictions upon taking office, in order not to | 


offend, etc. Dulles is an active Presbyterian and proud of it. This 
kind of pride is to his credit. 


The newspapers have recently pointed out that both Dulles and 
the late Senator Taft became victims of cancer. The two men can 
well be mentioned together. They both had convictions by which 


‘they consistently conducted themselves in public office. I could not 


have disagreed more with anyone than with Senator Taft, but my 
admiration for him was strong because of his consistency (a consistency 
which 4 me often appeared as a profound ability to be consistently 
wrong). 


The world needs more men like John Foster Dulles. He was not 
a schemer. He did not try to be clever. He simply said and fought 
for what he believed to be right. He was often criticized for his open 
and frank statements about the world situation as he saw it. He 


seemed to have fine ability to put his foot in his mouth in press 


interviews. But he meant what he said. For this reason the truth 
will not find him out. He is already found out. We all know what he 


“was talking about. 


It occurs to me that such is the right approach to the parish ministry 
also. The only diplomacy we need in the ministry is love. Other 
diplomacies will find us out, i.e., any insincere approach for the sake 
of expedient accomplishments will backfire in the end. Even this 
business of humoring a man to get him to go along on a certain chureh 
policy or campaign will in the end backfire because it was some- 


; thing less than completely truthful. 


Jesus gave us just one method of spreading the true Gospel. The 
method is that we must shout it from the house-tops. As Christians 


we must become known for our inability to be particularly clever 


about the Gospel. Our partiality to it must clearly show at all times. 
A father cannot be objective and clever in his statements about his 
own son. He loves his son. Thusly, a Christian who loves truth and 
the Gospel can never really appear overly clever to the world. He 


loves Gospel truth too much for that. 


Dulles has taught us a good lesson in sincerity. He was too sincere 
to be very clever. 


Yours, 


Serip Sundry 


ee - 


a Sone eee 
or sale ee 
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The Biblical Concep 
of Conversion / 
By M. J. Haleen . 


2 


Some weeks back an article | 
peared in our Church magazine whic 
no doubt many of its readers 
understood. Since then several ped 
ple have asked me. “Does our Lw 
theran Church approve of the Bil) 
Graham campaign?” If so why do 
our Church magazine criticize 1 
work? ; 

There is such a thing as constructiv 
criticism and it is in this spirit th 
the article was written. Just becau 
the Lutheran Church cannot agree q@ 
certain Theological points with tl 
famous evangelist does not mean h 
is not being used by God nor doe 
it mean we discredit the work he | 
doing. Every generation needs ar 
by God’s grace has produced gre 
preachers and will continue to do 
according to the promises of God. 

The main issue in conflict is ove 
the Biblical concept of conversion. _ 
is well for us to know the concepé 
of others, but far more important 
that we as Lutheran Christians a4 
well grounded in our concept of co 
version. From the questions mani 
ask, it is evident that more enlighte# 
ment is needed on the Biblical co 
cept of conversion. : 

We believe that conversion is cor 
pletely the work of God and that m 
simply allows it to happen to h nt 
We believe it can happen to anyon 
at any time in life by the power « 
the Holy Spirit. | 

Biblical conversion means new ¢ 
rection in life. It means God breaki 7 
into the stream of one’s life in tH 
Person of Jesus Christ. I John 53] 
It means response to the love of Ge 
as shown to us in Jesus’ story of th 


Prodigal Son. 4 | 


The campaign of Billy Graha 
which comes over television eve; 
week, has disturbed some Luthe 
people as to whether or not they h 
been converted—and some no dou 
need to be disturbed While oth 
are disturbed without cause. 

From Biblical evidence we are col 
vineed the earlier this conversion 
place in one’s life the better. “ 


forbid them not for to such belong 
the Kingdom of God” Mark 10:14 
The New Testament teaches tl Ll 
in a little child regeneration ideall 
takes place in Holy Baptism. J 
it is the parents’ moral responsi 
to supply their children wit 
clothing, love and everything 
to the body, so it is their resp 
to give their children a Chris 
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The Militant Christian 


By B. R. Parks 
fhe Bible is a heroic book written for heroic Christians. 
bristles with military terms. We are exhorted “to endure 
rdness as a good soldier,” “to contend earnestly for the 
th,” “to fight the good fight of faith,” and “to put on 
: whole armour of God.” 
[he Christian life is no sham battle. Sin is real; Satanic 
‘ces are mighty; wickedness is well organized. Only 
se who, with the chief apostle, fight a good fight, finish 
> course, and keep the faith, will receive a crown of 
hteousness. 

The Good Fight 
The fiercest battles of life are fought in the moral realm 
in the domain of the mind and heart, where self, sin 
d Satan are overcome. Weaklings will not survive in 
is struggle. The solicitations of the world, the invitation 
compromise, the pressure of opposition and persecution— 
sse take their toll of many. 
The church today suffers more from weakness within 
an foes without. To a great extent it has lost its militant 
irit. This is a time to exhort one another, “Be strong in 
= Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole 
mour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the 
les of the devil.” 
The Finished Course 

In stressing the importance of the militant spirit, Paul 
erred to the Christian life as a race. A race must have 
starting point. Paul knew the day when life was made 
w for him. So must we. It must follow a well-marked 
urse. It is never aimless. All weights which hinder 
ecessful running must be laid aside. 
A race has a goal before it. Accepting the course, observ- 
3 the rules, steadily, confidently looking to Christ, we 
1st press on. It makes little difference where we die; 
ether anyone mourns our passing, or if a tombstone marks 
r resting place. But it does make a difference whether 
s can say we have been faithful and have finished our 
ae with joy. 


E The Kept Faith 

aul was never ashamed of the gospel of Christ. He con- 
intly preached Christ crucified. For him this was more 
n a ccreed. It is the heart that makes a Christian. 

‘aul kept the faith by watching, by self-denial, by per- 
verance, by prayers, by tears night and day. He was 
sadfast when the crowds contradicted him with blasphemy. 
3 kept the faith when he was imprisoned, and when he 
as dragged, wounded and bleeding, outside the city. Then 
nen he faced life’s last storm in the dismal dungeon at 
me, all was well. 


= The Crown Laid Up 
A crown awaits the faithful Christian. Paul looked be- 
1 ‘the martyr’s block and saw the crown of glory await- 
g him. His life had been invested in eternal values. Eter- 
ty would bring them to fulfillment. 

4is world has its crowns: social, intellectual, political— 
wns of fame and honor. But they soon fade away. Let 
- beware that we do not cherish them too dearly. But in 
e Christian warfare, “Be thou faithful unto death, and 


” give thee a crown of life.” 


“And let this feeble body fail, 

And let it faint or die; 
My soul will quit the mournful vale, 

And soar to worlds on high: 
Shall join the disembodied saints, 

And find its long-sought rest— 
That only bliss for which it pants, 
In my Redeemer’s breast.” 

Pi Free ‘Methodist 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


“FORTUNE TELLER” SCHEDULED 


The Dana Music and Dramatics Departments will 
present the comic operetta “Fortune Teller” by Victor 


Herbert, in the Dana auditorium May 8, 1959, at 8 p.m. 


The elaborately costumed operetta has a cast of about 
50 students. The leads are played by Duane and Donna 


Petersen, Karen Jensen, Bill Ellis and Ken Jensen. 


The public is invited to attend. 


MAY FEST 


The annual May Fest celebrations will be held on 
campus May 2 and 3. Coronation ceremonies are sched- 
uled for 8 p.m., May 2. The weekend will be concluded 3 
with the home concert of the Dana Band at 3:30 pm. _ 
Sunday, May 3. 


ANNOUNCEMENT <a 


The Dana College Development Office announces : 
the establishment of a Memorial Scholarship fund} 
within the development program. or 


The need for such a fund became apparent because { — 
of the many small memorial gifts that were being] 
sent to us. It was felt that these gifts should receive } — 
special attention and be used where they could be a 
more directly identified as a memorial, rather than} _ 
be combined with other gifts to the capital fund { — 
drive. This scholarship fund will meet this need. } 

We invite your participation in this program. Ad- 
dress your contribution to the Dana College Develop- } — 
ment Program, Blair, Nebraska and please state the { — 
name in which the memorial is given. 


—e, oe 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


4 LINES 

From 
OUR YOUTH DIRECTOR 

om “PASTOR, CAN WE HAVE A DANCE?” 
By George J. Robertson 


_ This is a question some of you Leaguers are asking 
your pastors. You wonder why your League can’t 
_ sponsor a dance when your school does. Perhaps your 
_ pastor has discussed this matter with you, but I want 
to share my thoughts on the question with you too. 

_ What I am going to say about dancing is based on 
_ what I have been told by people who have danced. Some 
_ of these people felt dancing was all right. Others told 
_ me they felt it was too dangerous for them. More of 
2 _ that later. 

_ The question of dancing is raised at almost every 
_ Bible Camp. Young people want to know if it is sin 
_ to dance, and if so, why. You have a right to ask and 
to know. Let us begin by asking, “Where does sin 
reside?” Sin does not reside in things that are not alive. 
; . It does not reside in sound waves even if these waves 
come to our ears in catchy rhythm and go right to our 
feet. Sin does not reside in our arms or in our legs, 
_ but in our hearts. Jesus said: “Out of the heart come 
_ evil thoughts, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false 
‘witness, slander. These are what defile a man. . .” 
> (Math. iD: 19-20a). 

? So what does dancing have to do with the heart? 
|For some thoughts on this let us ask our informers. 
_ N.A,, how has dancing affected you? 

__ “TI have danced since I was in Junior High and I can 
truthfully say that it has never excited me to any un- 
clean thoughts or desires. To me it is just clean fun . 

I believe N. A. is telling us the truth as he Rae ex- 
-perienced it. He may be typical of many young men 


hea : “Don’t think for a minute 
that we fellows didn’t know what we were coming to 
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John W. Nielsen, Edito 


the dance for. If the boys had danced by themselve u 
and the girls by themselves, we wouldn’t have be 
interested.” 
Now here is a fellow who felt that dancing was 
source of temptation for him and his pals. Perhaps I i 
is typical of many young men today. Our third infor i 
er told me that he had learned from a Chicago jud; 
that some 70% of the young women who were brougl 
before his bench for various crimes pointed to dancin 
as the thing that started them on a downward road. 
Now let us remember that there are many kinds o 
dances in many different places with many differen 
people. When I was young dances were held mositll 
in pavilions outside of towns where there was vel 
little police protection or supervision. Proper supe! 
vision and restriction against liquor, etc., does make 
difference. 


It seems to me that dancing can be compared t 

cons. : . F i 
driving in rugged mountains. For those who are a 7 
and who obey the warning signs, it may be safe ev 
though it involves dangers. For real mountain drivi 
you want a good car with dependable brakes. Even | 
I have been on some mountain roads where peo; ‘i 
with poor eyes and weak hearts never should drive. $8 
there are some dances in which no person should } , 
involved unless he doesn’t care what happens to ‘hi 


soul. 


Should dancing then be prohibited? In light of t 
testimony of our first informer, and what we know a od 
properly supervised dancing for example in ae 
I think that is not the answer. But because dancing hi 
proven harmful to the morals of some, I am cony 
that dances should not be sponsored by the 
or the church. 


League to warn young people about the dangers, 
only of dancing, but of any form of entertainment 
excites to sinful desire. It is also the duty of the 
to offer a better form of entertainment than | da 
—Entertainment in which all can partici 


Fi > 
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Youth Office Bulletin Board 


ih) 


FORGIVE US, PLEASE 


THROUGH AN ERROR ON OUR PART, INFORMA- 
TION ON THE 1959 LUTHER LEAGUE CONVEN- 
TION TO BE HELD IN BLAIR, AUGUST 27-30, WAS 
MAILED WITH THE USE OF AN OUT-OF-DATE 
MAILING LIST. FORMER OFFICERS AND SPON- 
SORS OF LOCAL LEAGUES RECEIVED THE IN- 
FORMATION IN PLACE OF PRESENT OFFICERS. 
THIS SITUATION WILL BE CORRECTED PROMPT- 
Sg 


Wy 


“yp ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


MAY IS THE MONTH RECOMMENDED FOR 
ELECTION OF LEAGUE OFFICERS. THIS GIVES 
NEW OFFICERS THE SUMMER MONTHS TO PLAN 
THE LEAGUE PROGRAMS FOR THE NEW LEAGUE 
YEAR STARTING IN SEPTEMBER. THIS PROCED- 
URE IS ENDORSED BY ALC, ELC, LFC, AND 
UELC YOUTH OFFICES. BUT WHETHER YOU 
ELECT IN MAY OR AT ANOTHER TIME, WE ARE 
ANXIOUS TO GET THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF 
YOUR NEW OFFICERS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
SEND ALSO NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF LEAGUE 
SPONSORS. 


he 


"Convention Will Be Fine In ’59” 


ey International Luther League 


Prayer and Desire 


“To pray ... is to desire; but it is to desire what 
God would have us desire. He who desires not from 
the bottom of his heart, offers a deceitful prayer.” 


—Fenelon 


SS | eas) —— 


Convention 


Dana College 
August 27-30 


College. He is the son of Pastor Ingward Olsen of | 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


A Good Mother 


Strength and dignity are her clothing; 


And she laugheth at the time to come. 
She openeth her mouth to wisdom; 
And the law of kindness is in her tongue. 


Mothers 


x: By R. Barclay Warren 
- --~When the child, out in the fields 
with the harvesters, cried, “My head, 
si ‘my head,” the father said to a lad, 
“Carry him to his mother.’ How 
ss many times since has that been said? 
_Mother’s presence and comfort al- 
_ ways helps. 

When the child died in his mother’s 
arms, she did not give up. With speed 
(and women are usually timid about 
speed) she hastened to the man of 
God. Nor was she satisfied that his 
servant should come. She was deter- 
-mined—he must come. The child was 
restored to her (2 Kings 4). 

_ The mother most honored by God 
was Mary, the mother of Jesus. She 
_kenw the Scriptures, as evidenced by 
- her giving of the Magnificat (Luke 
-2:46-55). She was meditative, “Mary 
kept all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart” (2:19). She duti- 
fully exercised authority, “He (Jesus) 
went down with them, and came to 
‘Nazareth, and was subject unto them” 
(2:51). She had great expectations of 
her ‘son, At the wedding feast she said 
to Him, “They have no wine.” After 
He replied, she said to the servants, 
_“Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it” 
J ohn 2). 

- Like all good mothers, Mary never 
‘quite gave up that possessive sense of 
cher Son. On one occasion while He 
was speaking ito the people a messen- 
ger came saying, “Behold, thy mother 


~ an | thy brethren stand without, de- 


She looketh well to the ways of her household, 
And eateth not the bread of idleness; 
Her children rise up and call her blessed, 
Her husband, also, and he praiseth her. saying: 
“Many daughters have done virtuously, 
ae: But thou excellest them all.” 


PROVERBS 31:25-29 


siring to speak with thee.’ But He 
answered, “Who is my mother? and 
who are my brethren?” And He 
stretched forth His hand toward His 
disciples and said, “Behold my mother 
and my brethren! For whosoever shall 
do tthe will of my Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, and 
sister, and mother” (Matt. 12:46-50). 
Mary was at the cross. A true 
mother never forsakes her child, even 
in the hour when shame is being 
heaped upon him. Her interest was 
not only in Him but in His work. 
Hence she, with the other disciples, 
went to the upper room to wait for 
the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14). 
God bless our mothers, 


—Free Methodist. 


Mothers — and Others 
By Amos R. Wells 


Others weary of the noise; 
Mothers play with girls and boys. 


Others work with patient will; 
Mothers labor later still. 


Others’ love is more or less; 
Mothers love with steadiness. 


Others pardon, hating yet; 
Mothers pardon and forget. 


Others keep tthe ancient score; 
Mothers never shut the door. 


Others grow incredulous; 
Mothers still believe in us, 


r 


-bedroll of a small camper, 


yore 


Cihers throw thir faith away; 4 
Mothers pray, and- pray, and pray 
bd 
¢ 


Eventide 


It is a lovely thing— 
The silence which hovers like a wit 
Above the world of men 
Winen darkness comes. 
Fear, hate, and anger fade away, : 
And peace becalms the turmoil of — 
the day. i 
It is the quietness 3 
Which every worker needs; ; 
This sweet-serenity at close of day, 
When we may rest and pray : 


The Record Book 


: 
e| 
If all the things you ever said | 
Were written in a book, 
And ail your thoughts were on. dis- 
play | 

So all could take a look; ;| 

I guess there’s not a living soul 1 
Who wouldn’t hang his head, 


And wish that he were dead. ‘ 


There is a record book, I’m told, 
With every deed and word; 
It even keeps the record of 
Our thoughts that can’t be heardi 
The good, the bad and ev’ry sin, 
For nothing has been missed; 
It really makes me feel ashamed 
To think what’s on my list. 


And yet, the pages of my past 
Shall never bother me; 


One a at Calvary. : 
And now I stand in Him complete, 
Redeemed from sin and strife; 
For with His blood He wrote eae 
name 

Down in the Book of Life. a 
—Walt Huntle 


During a preliminary inepectn 2 
a Boy Scout camp, the director four 
an umbrella neatly rolled inside tht af 


umbrella was not listed as a 
sary item, the director asked | 
to explain. The tenderfoot cou 
neatly with the question: = 

“Sir, did you ever have a m 


Professor: rigs old mogiaee 
be who was born in 18942 
Student: Man or woman? > 


~ . = 


lay 4, 1959 


THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT 
OF CONVERSION 
(Continued from page 8) 

m by faith in God’s promises and 

the obedience to His command. 
atthew 28:19. “Make disciples of all 
tions, baptizing them ...” “Train 
child when he is young in the way 
» should go and he will not depart 
om it.” Proverbs 22:6. 
We do not place stress upon the 
notional experiences of man, but 
don the promises of God’s Word. “He 
at believeth and is baptized shall be 
ved.” Mark 16:16. The converted 
ate has been compared by Jesus to 
holy marriage—to a union that 
‘ows in love and understanding. The 
eal marriages are those which come 
om growing experiences of com- 
inionship and love and not from 
ist a brief emotional experience. 
his. also applies to the spiritual mar- 
age between the believer and Jesus. 
1 Holy Baptism you were received 
y God’s grace as a child of His— 
JU were regenerated. On your confir- 
lation day you publicly acknowl- 
iged this regeneration and took your 
ows of faithfulness to Jesus and His 
hurch. From then on you continued 
) grow in grace and knowledge as a 
isciple of Jesus. This is the ideal 
iblical Conversion and it has proven 
’ be the most fruitful type of con- 
=rsion. 

Conversion is much more than an 
xperience that you may or may not 
samember. I once heard a Lutheran 
astor’s wife testify that she could 
ever remember when she was not a 
vild of God. Conversion is a new 
nd joy-filled way of life. It is a con- 
nuous experience of worshipping, of 
aily repentance, of daily forgiveness, 
4 daily peace and blessedness with 
1e assurance that Jesus Christ is your 
avior. 
‘With a clear concept of Biblical 
onversion as confessed by the Lu- 
1eran Church, I’m certain that the 
Vangelistic campaigns of Billy 
Taham will not disturb or irritate, 
nd we can rejoice as Jesus Christ is 

eoclaimed as the only Savior through- 
ut this sin-sick world. 


Blair, Nebraska 


uyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
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Mail This Coupon 


Latheran Mutual 


Today 


: Assurance of Insurance _ 


Dr. C. C. Madsen, President 
Dana College 
Blair, Nebraska 


Please send me information regarding Dana College’s 
Life Insurance and Wills and Bequests programs, with 
suggestions as to general and specific ways in which 


I may remember Dana College in my will. 


v 


now 
makes 
- available . one 


A oe 


At Lutheran Mutual, we believe that everyone is im- 
portant. For that reason our Family Plan was designed in such 
a manner that individual policies could be written to fit the 
particular needs of each family member. 


For the same reason we are now emphasizing that you 
guarantee the insurability of your future children. This new 
feature of the Family Plan assures parents that a policy may 


‘be written on a newborn baby -- REGARDLESS OF HEALTH 


and without evidence of insurability -- between the fifteenth 
day and the third month after birth. 


This agreement is now available in most states and it is 
of particular advantage to young Lutheran families. We sug: 
gest you call your nearest Lutheran Mutual representative or 
write to the Home Office for a complete explanation of this 
new feature. 


Home Office e Waverly, lowa 
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LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


13 


Sy OSV es 


ie e 


ye 
Bea 


v7 


Ke. 
AS 


Fe 14 


_ Synodical 
$488949.00 
Sage ae 92500.00 
$432417.16| fo 69| 

500.00 


BUG CG linc ceceeecctteeec csc neecet ens eneescneneseeretenssansn ees recite ieencconesy aca: 
Forward Phase ...........-..... , 
Previously acknowledged. 
Oakland, Calif., Our Savior’s Luth. Chureh for Synodical A@ilo balm awe 

Given by Pastor and Mrs. Sidney Jorgensen for Synodical Quota .... “A 
Pasadena, Calif., Thorpe’s Beauty and Barber Supply for Japam MiSSiOMN ..............c.-:.-esesecceeeec eee nees 
Selma, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Lewis C. Nelson for theological student in Sudan Mission (Wilbur- 9  [ cccescccsesee{[ 0 seeeeeeenserrees 

force $150. 00* os es 
Brush, ee First Eng. Ev. Luth. Church for Forward Phase in full ......... 

Audubon, Ta., Mrs. Vilhelmina Magnussen for Pension Fund 

Exira, Ia., Exira Luth. Church for Symnodical Quota .........cssccccse 
Exira Luth. Church in memory of Mrs. Anna Johnson for Syn 
Exira Luth. Brotherhood for Sudan Seminary Scholarship bund S95.007%" 22 

Jacksonville, Ia., Jacksonville Luth., S. °S. for Samtal MiSSION .0.......:-:scccccectenenesectscerseneserctuee rae 

Shelby, Ia., United Ev. Luth. Church for Synodical Quota oo... serene sssteeseenenenrersreesesseesesesenee 
Cotesfield, Nebr., Dannevirke Ladies Aid for Foreign Missions 
Lincoln, Nebr., Our Savior’s Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
Mason City, Nebr., Zion Luth. Church for Foreign MiSsioms ............ccccccesseeseeesensse eens teecesereeenerts 25.00 
Trufant, Mich., St. Thomas Luth. S. S. for Foreign Missions $16.14. LWA $66.75 yeas 82.89 

-. Bowbells, N. Dak., Bethlehem Luth. Church f0r LWA .occeccceccceceeececereneessetneeenetanetersesseesseterseesecesensqens 203.83 
Peoniiice, Nw aks, “rin tyedarth. S.> Sas tO cLaW-A. \. crsctesa+ctsshcondetouecsta caderpssacweds andi wsitsines <avnusats aE See poeigee tale 

Viborg. S. Dak., Bethany Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 0.0.0... .icecccnsssrsssevecetessrrrarcacterssrastsowabsccons 

North Luck, Wis., St. Peter’s Luth. Church for Symodical Quota «.........c0..ccssscevsscercressersscencncssaseresensnes 
Pewaukee, Wis., Galilee Luth. Church for Synodical Quota oo... ccccseesecssseseccesecccceneneceecceonenoserenacners 

Pasadena, Calif., Bethany Luth. S. S. for South America Mission $30, Sudan Mission $30 .......... 

. Reedley, Calif., ‘Mrs. James Hansen for San Joaquin Valley Jewish Mission Society $60. 45*.. sivden MAR wot Mc Ree Soe ee 

Audubon, Lac. Our .Savior’s Luth. Church for Synodieal Quota 1..,..c. ..s:.,.sitaserrvasserconansesesatemassvacensssnne 

_ Cedar Falls, Ia., Nazareth Luth. S. 8. for Japan Mission $20, South America Mission $20 .......... 

‘s Kankakee, I11., Trinity Tath: pChurch— fora Pox werd. Paar oe ae sone. - Sle teat oe oeaan vette anatenateenvands etna hive 

Pe Miss ‘Anna Frandsen in memory of Mrs. Wilson for Pension Fund . 

Ladies Ajid in memory of Mrs. Wilson for Pension Fund. ............ccccccecceseeeees z 
Viola and Beverly Petersen in memory of Mrs. Wilson for Samtal MisSiom ..0.........ccccccsseceeeeeees 
Rev. and Mrs. C.. Bertelsen in memory of Rev. P .G. Rasmussen and Rev. N. Bentsen for 2 [  ciccescceeeeseeef| 0 seveeeeereceeeee 
PIOL WR? RASS. C75 eiiitatg dtd hess sans owedorincavinase Was viene’ env alvaed cle ehapasts bd oe tWatias scabs ie Cetmian Sas ae eal cresuaniaarietes 
Nanos es LL nViS, Ane ensild. Tor! Pension WUT iy 12000 cack, seen sac epoed coy orsmadetee cs nagresdesngnersntetssnenasewesaasce i 
Coulter, Ia., Nazareth Church Women for South America Mission, Sudan Mission, Santal Mis- 2 | ee] | ceeeeeeeeeneeeee 
Bee hea Dae WSS ON ORC SHU! re... cashocatdgihinvssvaiewMiade vivees delbvcas evens aadyspnetlpes adele ne hadi tedaasran ate gaxceomen sal , ? 
Elk Horn, Ia., Elk Horn Luth. Church given by Mr. and Mrs. Ludvig Winther for Santal Mis-< 9 {  icecece{) 0 ceceeteeeeeceees 
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sion ‘$5 PREM ced cs deicrs dood Co Fa peers Sits ence ae oa ONL TOR DEO se eNOS OS Tiga rnc Fee Pie Sot eg GR Sot aaa Bia ee ca ees ee 
Given by Mr. and Mrs. Jens Carlsen for Foreign MiSSI0MS on.....-.....--sscccscctesnersepectaerseseccecteosssansasoes 4 
Given by the Lange family in memory of Miss Hannah Hansen, Cedar Falls, Ia., for ~s fo ciccccccccceccec]] © conveccessensees 
ANOPOTO TT KIMASSIOMS. soi aud intihe len ascewilok ss coves afewrams Reg eRe yogis Nic ot dewos PARE pais isa dap ta neha oaatee a de nasa ee aaa tas seme d 
Kimballton, fax,.,.2etuhany auth.. |S, Si for Children’s: GEROMGS spate acco sag wesc <n tas ses: on potest eens eecpastanenasssenasa sade’ 
Kansas City, Kan., Westwood Luth. Church for Synodical Quota $500, Forward Phase $430 .... 
eon me St. Peter’s Luth. Church for Synodical Quota in full $549.90, Forward Phase | PP ne | (ate SS 
AVA AIT tty HM a Mead yu opm oar bc w Gnd wos vaklng dle nash croc a he Top na haat so da: aha Seah tetas sete < cage ae d apageobaaan ee bamaan nate Serene agence iets 
orthfield, Minn., St. Peter’s Luth. S. S. for South Am. Miss. $79.25, Rebecca $60* .............0.+ 
HOMO NSU se hPIList, Lalla: Son net Ow oa DAT | MESSI OIG. cs eiesc achat ns ~sex-cdnehancdacsourt~scusekays Sivacuseatercaenegeassuaes eam 
* ennard, Nebr., Emmaus Luth. Church for LWA ............... 
= maha, Nebr., Pella Ev. Luth. Church for General Fund $1 
‘Pella, vy. Luth, S:S. for Brazil Mission: ...2.....-...-.4-..0g: 
Staplehurst, Nebr., Our Savior’s Luth. Church for LWA - 
Shae Ser ecters Luth. Chureh for syondical quota in full $125.90, Forward Phase | Be oe eH 
in EMULE a cleared gE aR Fev cn ap msesicisie cio aeinisiai stave alee tnhes ot amine se = pele F = ai Peg relay dc eetaleteN daiale cia elaine dclvale te nev aes naehas nite « totais Ge teeiain tere pee Mea atic datetnaee Saere 
Brooklyn, N. Y.. Salem Luth. S: S. for Children’s Homes ............. a 
Beresford, S. Dak., St. Paul Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
Denmark, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Church, Sunshine Sewing Club, for Japan, Sudan and San- fo ef eee 
eS tal ‘Mission, each $10, School Fund $20, Home, Misstony $1 5.2. 27... ncdec cen and Geum aaenetaaienteee=cpanamaee duane | 
Milltown, Wis., Milltown Luth. S. S. Lenten offering for Colombia Mission (So. America Miss.) | 
‘ __ Neenah, Wics., ‘Our Savior’s Luth. Church given in loving memory of Pastor Paul G. Rasmus- 
sen from friends and relatives far and near for Colombia Mission, Japan Mission. sme x 
Mission, Sudan Mission, each $100 ..... 
ver, Colo., Christ the King Ev. Luth. Church for ‘Synodileal | Quota "$258. 30, ‘LWA “F238. ‘EB. 
"resno, Calif. Bethel My cluth, Church «for Or wer Genes scales ..acekeg scat etasctacttaie coca eetaenes an 
eedley, Cal't., Ebenezer Luth. S. S. for LWA $26.65, Sudan ‘Mission $26.65 
Cedar Falls, a., Nazareth Luth. Church for Synodical Quota in full $1,151. 50, KMorwards Phase... iy) > eee. es 
me 525000, LWA PLO 55, cas atinzsch soo qase tun seast. Stab aes sauoe Mr alien odie dpe rs RM toca gece te oan Soe eae ean eae 
_ Rockford, ‘Mich., Pastor and Mrs. Johan Petersen for Pension Fund |... wscsecseccn, 
oe 


Bp. ow Hartford, N. Y., Arlene and Marjorie Christensen in memory of Mrs. N. O. Berthelsen = 
_ Brooklyn, N. Y., Salem Danish Ev. Luth. Church for Synodical Quota .... . 
*~ Pastor and Mrs. Hans Jersild for Symodical Quota ...ccccccccccceccccccccccensercceee 
Westby, Mont., Daneville and Emmaus Luth, Churches Youth Sunday offer 

Luther Leacue ee CURT Fea aeTTieke Fog Ee Dy MAMRe UE acuity seus CEncniatadey- 6 Moabbie tisenane ceaeebeaatecs ceemeeneneese tte deftes caster « tite canta Reena 

enmatre, N. Dak.. Nazareth Luth. S. S. Faster offering for support of boys at Luth. Bible 

ee in Kobe, Japan Bie. Gepagd eh Sacrpoane an oN ga crectevagmnetihes tad taa ne venk uur tn dita Wee eck oeepineR Men teceacmncttete eaten tev 
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nae ¥ ’ 
ra Not ineluded in Siynedical Quota. ** Included in this amount are special gifts for Forward Phase amounting to $18,688.99. 
ie = ~ 4 ‘ is a = 
“Received with thanks. ; Blair, Nebraska, April 25, 1959. PVH 


still need $65,466.00 to raise our regular budget. Your help will be much appreciated. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


(Continued from page 2) 


e West Coast and in Canada. The 
alifornia District last year recorded 
membership increase of 11.94 per 
{t. The Canada District grew by 
‘1 per cent, followed by the Pacific 
istrict with a 6.33 per cent rise. 
Districts with the largest numerical 
ptized membership gain included: 
stern, 7,227; Southern Minnesota, 
958; California, 5,619; and Northern 
innesota, 4,020. 


The general secretary’s report 
Owed that almost a third of the 
4C’s membership is concentrated in 
state of Minnesota, where 347,563 
embers make up 31.06 per cent of 
© body’s total size. Further, it in- 
cated that three-fourths of ELC 
embers live in five Upper Midwest 
ates, including Minnesota: Wiscon- 
n, 193,082 (17.25 per cent); North 
akota, 128,272 (11.46 per cent); South 
akota, 92,603 (8.28 per cent); and 
wa 79,182 (7.08 per cent). 


. 


ELC Sunday school enrollment in- 
sased from 328,611 in 1957 to 334,- 
2 last year, the report showed, list- 
g 2,565 Sunday school units with 
900 teachers and officers. 


CHURCH COMMERCIALISM 
‘ScoRED BY LUTHER LEAGUE 
OF AMERICA 


‘The executive committee of the Lu- 
er League of America has approved 
statement which calls commercial- 
within the church “a primary 
nemy of Christian stewardship.” 


— 


‘The strongly-worded two-page docu- 
ent was unanimously approved by 
te 17-member committee after a 
at hy discussion during its semi- 
& session at Philadelphia. 


‘Commercialism in the congregation 
r in its auxiliaries occurs when, in 
-name of the Church and of our 
‘d, there is buying and selling of 
ducts or services through such 
ats as fairs, bazaars, games of 
mce, car washes, sales and like 
erprises,” the statement reads. 


he committee, which represents 
re than 60,000 members in more 
2,300 United Lutheran congrega- 
in the United States and Canada, 
present the document to its con- 
ntion in August at Ithaca, N. Y. 


statement objected to such 
-sponsored activities as festivals, 
pers, baby ‘sitting services and 
ical productions “when their 
2 jis raising money for the 
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THE HAPPINESS MAKERS and happiness is largely created by 
Have you ever noticed how much acts of simple kindness. 


of Christ’s time was spent in doing 


kind things—in merely doing kind Blessed, indeed, are the happiness- 


things? Think it over and with that piemeeae 

in view. You will find that He spent eter 
a great proportion of His time simply 

Tnaknieepeoplemma Dp y—doing “good” 7.0 nes eben en ee 
turns to people. WANTED: Capable woman to do 


cleaning and maid work at the Bethel 

Home for the Aged, Selma, California. 

Must be willing to live at the Home. 

References required. Apply at Bethel 

Home, Selma — Write or call TWin- 
What God has put in our power to oaks 6 2657. 

give is happiness to those about us, 


There is only one thing greater 
than happiness in the world, and that 
is holiness, but holiness is not in our 
power to bestow. 


PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
AND BIRTH CONTROL IN LIGHT OF 
CHRISTIAN ETHICS by Dr. Alfred M. Rehwinkel 


Discusses the delicate subject of “‘birth control” 
» frankly and helpfully, from a Protestant point of view. 
Those looking for a satisfactory answer to this vexing 
problem will find in this book guidance that enables 
them to form wholesome conclusions and direct their 
lives by Christian convictions. 128 pages. Cloth, $2.25. 
Paper, $1.50. 


A NEW LOOK AT MARRIAGE... 


Frank discussions of sex, love, and marriage for Christian families, 
teen-agers, young adults. Invaluable aid to Parents... Pastors... 
Teachers ... Social Workers ... Marriage Counselors... Doctors! 


ENGAGEMENT AND MARRIAGE 5» various authors 


Examines the teachings of the Bible and major writings 
of the church on betrothal and marriage. Traces the 
Church’s position throughout the ages. Included are 
frank discussions of marriage, divorce, the family, 
7 the place of sex in human life, betrothal, remarriage, 
family relationships, birth control, and child spacing. 
Compiled and edited by men eminent in the fields 
of sociology, religion, education and family counsel- 
ing. 208 pages. Cloth, $3.00. 


: FROM TEENS TO MARRIAGE by Reuben D. Behlmer 


A frank talk to teens and young adults about them- 
selves, the future, sex, love, and marriage. Designed 
to steer young people toward a successful marriage 
and help parents, educators, ministers, and counselors 
understand the problems of modern youth. The 
author writes from a background of over 30 years of 
contact with young people as a teacher, athletic 
coach, and counselor in family living. 1/2 page 
Cloth, $1.95. 


At All Book Stores 


3 scceeinc OO) YEARS OF RELIGIOUS PUBLISHING i 
CO nN CO R | x PUBLISHING HOUSE » 3558 S. Jefferson Ave. © St. Louis 18, Mo. ve i 
Lutheran Publishing House Ie 


138 North 17th Street = 
Blair, Nebraska _ J 


Based on the 


Apostles’ Creed | __—e : : 


BIBLICAL MATERIAL PREPARED FOR USE BY LUTHERAN CHURCHES 


THE COURSE is designed to teach what we believe about God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; to help each child understand what the Bible tells 
of the living God; to alert each child to the difference believing in God makes 
in his life; to widen each child’s appreciation of other believers in Christian 
churches throughout the world. 


NURSERY KINDERGARTEN PRIMARY JUNIOR INTERMEDIATE 


Materials include a workbook, activity packet, Colorful use of creative work, Bible stories, 
and teacher’s guide for each of the four age and life experiences, to give the Creed mean- 
levels, plus a booklet for the home and a ing for each age level, makes WE BELIEVE 
superintendent’s guide. Related supplies in- an outstanding series. Teachers and pupils 
clude a Pupil’s VCS Certificate, Church Bulle- will be enthusiastic about emphasis and wide 
tin, Letterhead, Offering Envelope. variety of expressional activity, items to make 


and take home for sharing of the learning 
experiences—songbooks, pictures, puzzles, cen- 


Write for a full-color brochure giving terpieces, box movies, charts, booklets, book 

complete descriptions and prices. plates, puppets, mobiles, games, “My Christian _ 
, Year” calendars, plaques, cut-outs, symbols, 

SAMPLE KIT available. Order yours and many others. Complete teacher’s helps. 


now. Only $2.95. 


WORKBOOKS, 35c ACTIVITY PACKETS, 64c (Nursery, 79c) TEACHER'S GUIDES, $1.00 
SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE, $1.00 WE BELIEVE--AT HOME, 12c; 12, $1.20; 100, $9.00 


PLEASE SEND A 1959 VCS SAMPLE KIT FOR $2.95. 


| enclose $ 


Lutheran Publishing House 
138 North 17th Street ieee | 


Blair, Nebraska 


RT a 


